Indian consulate celebrates Hanukkah
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The terrorists who target India will
be taken to task, said Prabhu Dayal,
India’s consul general in New York,
at the Hanukkah celebrations hosted
by the Indian consulate, December
28.

The celebrations — the consulate’s
second Hanukkah event — were
organized with the Indian Jewish
congregation of the United States of
America.

Consul Sasi Kumar discussed the
importance of the Jewish communi-
ty and the festival of Hanukkah.
Dayal and his wife lit the first
hanukkia consisting of eight can-
dles. Deputy Consul General A M
Gondane and Pravin Kumar lit the
second hanukkia, said Romiel
Daniel, president, Indian Jewish
congregation of USA.

The event — attended by about 150
people including New Jersey
Councilman Gary Schaer and
Councilwoman Linda Greenstein —
featured Israeli and Indian classical
dances and concluded with vegetari-
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B India's Consul General in New York Ambassador Prabhu Dayal and his wife Chandni Dayal, right, and
second from right, and Consul Sasi Kumar, left, light the lamps as New Jersey Assemblyman Gary S Schaer,
third from right, and Assemblywoman Linda R Greenstein look on, December 28
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an kosher food.

The attendance was “more than we
could handle,” said Daniel. “We want
cultural intermingling which is why we
called people from all American and
Indian Jewish communities.”

‘We are all one, united, we live in
peace in the US which is no different
from the way we were in India,” said
Lael Daniel of the congregation.

The Indian Jewish congregation of
USA was formed in 1995. “The aim
was to give voice and recognition to
the Indian Jewish community present
in the US,” said Lael Daniel. Following
the floods in Mumbai in 2005, many
Torahs and other religious textbooks
were ruined. The Indian Jewish com-
munity in Mumbai turned to the New
York organization for help. The Indian
Jewish congregation of USA raised
funds; since then they have been a reg-
istered nonprofit organization.

The Jewish population in India has
reduced to about 4,000 because most
chose to leave India to migrate to
Israel over the years. The majority of
India’s Jewish community lives in
Mumbai.
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ew Jersey Assembly members

Gary S. Schaer and Linda R.
Greenstein joined India's Consul
General Prabhu Dayal and approxi-
mately 150 members of the Indian
Jewish community at the Hanukkah
celebration at the Consulate General
of India on December 28.

The event, hosted by the Con-
sulate General of India and organized
by the Indian Jewish Congregation
of USA was held at the New India
House.

Assemblyman Upendra Chivuku-
la, was not able to attend the celebra-
tion but he facilitated representation
of the New Jersey General Assembly
by inviting Assembly members
Greenstein and Schaer, both Jewish,
to the celebration.

(Compiled from a press release)

Hanukkah celebration at Consulate General of India
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From right, India’s
Consul General in
New York Prabhu
Dayal; his wife
Janaki, both, are
seen lighting the
menorah; New
Jersey Assembly
members Gary
Schaer and Linda
Greenstein (both
standing with
hands folded) and
Consul Shashi
Kumar. The
person behind
Kumar was not
identified. (Photo:
courtesy, Office of
Assemblyman
Upendray.
Chivukla)
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